THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN

fighters, but fourteen of our pilots were saved. Two
days later, on August 18, another mass-attack was
launched and smashed; our fighters and anti-air-
craft gunners  destroyed   152  German  aircraft,  a
quarter of the whole force engaged. We lost twenty-
two machines and twelve pilots. A brief respite fol-
lowed and then the battle csheared up like a wave5
once more. On August 24 fifty German aircraft were
destroyed, on August 25 fifty-five, on August 26
forty-seven, on August 27 five, on August 28 twenty-
eight, on August 29 eleven, on August 30 sixty-two,
on August 31 eighty-eight; a total of 346. Our losses
for the same period amounted to 132 machines and
fifty-seven personnel. In the whole mensis mirabilis of
August the Air Force alone destroyed 957 German
aircraft over and around this country and itself lost
only 297 machines. It went on to establish a remark-
able coincidence by destroying precisely the same
number in September, during which month, how-
ever, it lost 318 machines.
In September the enemy continued to feel his way
towards London, by day; he had reached it by night
on August 24, when bombs were dropped on the
capital for the first time. He lost heavily all the time,
On September i, twenty-five German aircraft were
destroyed, on September 2, fifty-five, on September 3,
twenty-five, on September 4, fifty-four, on Septem-
ber 5, thirty-nine, on September 6, forty-six, on
September 7, ninety-nine. It was on the last date
that the Luftwaffe succeeded at last in overflowing
our line of defence and in penetrating to the dock
districts in the Thames and the east-end of London.
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